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Please accept the following submissions on behalf of the family of Peter and Joy Bond. Peter and 

Joy Bond were killed in their home at 46 Cobequid Court, Portapique, on the night of April 18, 

2020. Throughout this inquiry we have worked closely with Peter and Joy's two sons; Harry and 

Cory Bond 

This paper is divided into five sections with recommendations following each section. The topics 

we discuss are: 

I) Identification of Critical Incidents

2) Immediate Action Rapid Deployment (IARD)

3) General Scene Security

4) Next of Kin notification

5) And the perpetrator's history with some forward looking recommendations

Identification of Critical Incidents 

In this section, we consider the RCMP process to identify Critical Incidents, take command and 

control of the event and the subsequent roll out of Critical Incident resources referred to as the 

Critical Incident Package. We identify delays that occurred with this identification and roll out 

on April 18, 2020 and make recommendations to improve this service delivery in the future. 
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Berthiaume spoke with Harry Bond and the details of those discussions raises questions of when 

the family of Joy and Peter Bond were advised about their murders.71 Harry Bond is adamant 
that he did speak with Cst. Bent on April 20, 2020 and provided him with a photograph of his 

parents, but was not advised that his parents were deceased until later that day by Sgt. 

Raaymakers, who compared a picture provided by Harry Bond with the bodies located in the 

home, when he spoke with him at a roadblock in Portapique. 

We ask you, Commissioners, to make as a finding of fact that Harry and Cory Bond were not 

notified about the death of their parents until Monday, April 20, 2020 by Sgt. Raaymakers. This 

is the most logical interpretation, as Harry and Cory Bond would not have travelled more than 

2.5 hours to Portapique to demand information about their parents on April 20, 2020 had they 

been provided with this information by the RCMP earlier. This may seem insignificant to some 

individuals, but it is extremely important to our clients who were left for more than one full day 

after their first contact with police without any answers despite multiple telephone calls. As 

stated by Harry Bond to Commission Counsel, he believes that he would have waited even 

longer, possibly until Tuesday or Wednesday, had he and his family not driven more than 2.5 

hours to the home of his parents.72 ln Harry Bond's own words he "thinks that the worst part of 

the trauma they went through was then they were left wondering what happened. It was the not 

knowing that was the worst. "73 It is clear that the Bonds went through a long, agonizing process
to determine if their parents were murdered. We recognize that the RCMP were busy responding 

to multiple crime scenes; however, the Bonds had to go through great lengths to obtain 

information about their parents when there was a record of Cory Bond's inquiry at 10:41 a.m. on 

April 19, 2020. Although Peter's body was not discovered until 4:46 p.m. and it appears that 

Joy's body was not discovered until 5:37 p.m. on April 19, 2020, RCMP knew that their children 

were inquiring about their wellbeing for many hours and some preliminary information could 

have been provided. We ask you to not only find the timing and circumstances of the Next of 

Kin Notification as a fact because it is important to our clients, but also because it is an important 

underlying fact for recommendations to ensure that others in the future do not have to live 

through the same experience as our clients. 

Unfortunately, our clients were not the only ones who struggled to obtain information about their 

loved ones as evidenced in the Foundational Document: Information Seeking from Families and 

Next of Kin Notifications.74 Police agencies need to do better when it comes to communication

following a tragedy. The Commission heard from Cst. Fahie that the RCMP has no written 

policy on how to conduct Next of Kin Notifications.75 We also heard from Cst. Bent, the officer 
assigned to be the Family Liaison Officer, that the RCMP has a policy on Next of Kin 

Notifications, but not for the role of a Family Liaison Officer. 76 We do not recall disclosure of an 
RCMP policy or manual regarding Next of Kin Notifications as part of the disclosure received to 

71 

COMM00S8972 at p. 51, para 194. 
72 Summary of meeting with the family of Peter and Joy Bond: COMM0058897 at p. 4. 
73 

Ibid at p. 6. 
74 

COMM0058972 

75 Hearing Transcript (May 5, 2022): COMM0057389 at p. 109.
76 

Hearing Transcript (June 21, 2022): COMM0059676 at p. 58. 
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police officers, because being able to access that information can make a significant 
difference."' 12 We urge Commissioners to consider the record management systems among 
police agencies and improvements that can improve public safety by ensuring that records are 
kept and all police agencies have the same information at all times. This is important as we saw 
during the mass casualty that the perpetrator was mobile and covered a large geographical area, 
crossing police jurisdictions. The public and responding officers should not be at risk in the 
future because information is only known to one police agency and not others in neighbouring 
jurisdictions. 

ALL OF WHICH IS RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 12th day of October, 2022. 

Respectfully, 

Joshua E. Bryson 

Counsel for the Bond Family 

112 Ibid at p. 91. 
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Counsel for the Bond Family 


