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Subject Matter

AREAS OF FOCUS

« A summary of information currently available to the Mass Casualty
Commission in relation to how affected families sought information about
their loved ones and the Next of Kin Death Notifications completed by the
RCMP on April 18, 19 and 20, 2020

« The discovery of the bodies of Joy Bond, Peter Bond, Aaron Tuck, Jolene
Oliver and Emily Tuck on Cobequid Court on April 19, 2020



Subject Matter

AREAS OF FOCUS

« The experiences of family members of victims who have chosen to share
their information with the Commission are discussed in this document,
but we recognize the many other family members who were and are
affected by their loss and the events of the mass casualty



m Next of Kin Death Notifications:
Legislation and Policy



Legislation and Policy

DEFINING NEXT OF KIN (“NOK?”)

* Next of Kin ("NOK?”) often appears in the notes of RCMP members to indicate
family members who are NOK and to indicate when a family member had been

notified of a death

THE FATALITY INVESTIGATIONS ACT, SNS, 2001, C 31

« Outlines who is considered “Next of Kin” in ss. 2(2)



Legislation and Policy

THE FATALITY INVESTIGATIONS ACT, SNS, 2001, C 31

BILL NO. 92

‘ (as passed, with amendments)

2nd Session, 58th General Assembly
Nova Scotia
50 Elizabeth II, 2001

Government Bill

Fatality Investigations Act

CHAPTER 31 OF THE ACTS OF 2001

The Honourable Michael G. Baker, Q.C.
Minister of Justice

(2) For the purpose of this Act, the nearest relative of a deceased person is the first person on the
following list of categories and, if there is more than one person within a category. the eldest person
within that category:

(a) the spouse or common-law partner of the deceased. if the spouse or common-law partner was
cohabiting with the deceased in a conjugal relationship immediately before that person's death:

(b) the children of the deceased:

(c) the parents or guardian of the deceased:
(d) the siblings of the deceased;

(e) the grandchildren of the deceased:

(f) the grandparents of the deceased:

(g) the uncles and aunts of the deceased:
(h) the nephews and nieces of the deceased:

(1) the next in order of kin after those persons referred to in clauses (a) to (h).




RCMP Operational Manual:
RCMP Next of Kin ("NOK”) Death Notification Checklist
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Deliver notifications respectfully with professionalism, clarity, and compassion;

Members should, depending on the circumstances of the death, collaborate with the coroner
before any notification to NOK, by ensuring positive identification has been made and the
notification will not interfere with any ongoing coroner’s investigation;

Notification should be done as soon as possible;
Identify and verify the legal NOK to be notified;
Verify the victim’s full name, age, and relationship with the family members being notified;

Provide the family with information about the location of the victim and the process for family
members to see the victim and/or make arrangements to recover their loved one;

Know and provide the family with contact information of victim services, the medical examiner,
and coroner;

Provide family members with the details of when, where, and how the death occurred,;
Answer all questions honestly, but only information they know to be true and that can be released,

Following the notification, members are not to leave the family alone and are to offer that victim
services attend the residence.



RCMP Policy for Fallen RCMP Members

RCMP CRITICALLY INJURED AND FALLEN MEMBER GUIDE

 The RCMP has a specific guide related to the Next of Kin (*“NOK”")
notifications when one of their own members has been killed in the line
of duty

* |t requires that the divisional Strategic Communication Unit be engaged
and the casualty member not be publicly identified until all Next of Kin
(“NOK”) notifications have been completed



m RCMP Operational Decisions and
Assignments on April 18-20, 2020



RCMP Decisions and Assignments:
April 18-20, 2020

* On April 19, 2020, between 1:52 p.m. and 2:58 p.m., the RCMP’s Northeast
Nova Major Crimes Unit (MCU) became responsible for completing the Next
of Kin (“NOK?”) death notifications

RCMP FAMILY LIAISONS ASSIGNED TO NEXT OF KIN NOTIFICATIONS

« Cst. Randy Slawter, family liaison for the family of Cst. Heidi Stevenson

« Cst. Wayne Bent, family liaison for all families (aside from the family of Cst.
Stevenson)

* On April 20, 2020 at 3:16 p.m., S/Sgt. Steve Halliday sent an email to all
members and commanders asking them to forward the detalls of any calls
received from families of victims (including calls from individuals looking for
Information about whether their family members were among the victims)
to the Command Triangle and to Cst. Bent



Managing Emergency Calls: April 18-20, 2020

CALLS FROM FAMILY MEMBERS AND PORTAPIQUE RESIDENTS

 The RCMP Operational Communications Centre and RCMP detachments
received messages from over 100 family members and Portapique
residents. In most cases, callers provided contact information and were told
that someone would return their call

* These messages were forwarded to the Command Triangle and Cst. Bent
via email for review and follow up

* Cpl. Angela McKay’s Next of Kin “NOK" notification summary for April 19 -
20, 2020 says, “Many messages were not from immediate family members
and therefore all had to be reviewed to ensure any information provided
was correct and not released without ascertaining the caller's relationship
to the victims”



m Cobequid Court
April 19, 2020



Cobequid Court
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 The Tuck/Oliver
family residence:
41 Cobequid Court

 The Bond family
residence:
46 Cobequid Court




Cobequid Court

APRIL 19, 2020 BETWEEN 9:30 AM AND 4:46 PM

« At about 10:02 a.m., Sgt. Andrew O’Brien and S/Sgt. Al Carroll travelled to
Portapique

« S/Sgt. Carroll directed Sgt. O’'Brien to take charge of the various crime scenes
within the Portapique community, and S/Sgt. Carroll returned to the Command

Post

« Cst. Nick Dorrington was directed by Sgt. O'Brien to patrol inside the
Portapigue community



Cobequid Court

APRIL 19, 2020 BETWEEN 9:30 AM AND 4:46 PM

« Cst. Nick Dorrington entered the Portapigue community at 9:57:55 a.m.

« Cst. Dorrington travelled on Cobequid Court, driving past the Tuck/Oliver
residence at 41 Cobequid Court and stopping for 28 seconds at the Bond
residence at 46 Cobequid Court

« Cst. Dorrington travelled back on Cobequid Court, looped onto the beach
and then travelled to Bay View Court



Cobequid Court

APRIL 19, 2020 BETWEEN 9:30 AM AND 4:46 PM

« Around 3:20 p.m., Cpl. Jarret MacDonald took over from Sgt. Andy O’Brien
as Scene Security Commander at Portapique Beach Road/Highway 2

« Throughout his shift, the Operational Communications Centre (OCC) sent
numerous messages to his mobile work station (MSW) from individuals
Inquiring about the well-being of people who lived in the area

« Messages sent to Cpl. MacDonald’s mobile work station (MSW) included
calls from the Oliver/Tuck and the Bond families



Cobequid Court

APRIL 19, 2020

e At 4:46:34 p.m. Cpl. Jarret
MacDonald travelled to 46
Cobequid Court and observed
bodies later identified as Peter
and Joy Bond

| Figure 21: Cpl. MacDonald’s Location from 16:42 — 16:52
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e Cpl. MacDonald went to 41
Cobequid Court and observed
bodies later identified as Aaron colARcDoal
Tuck and Jolene Oliver e

* At 4:50:59 p.m. Cpl. MacDonald
notified the OCC of these
discoveries over the
Colchester radio




Cobequid Court

APRIL 19, 2020

« Sometime after 5:30 p.m., Cpl. Rose-Berthiaume texted Cst. Bent and
directed him to go to all the homes in Portapique and check for more
victims or persons requiring help

« Cst Nathan Forrest worked with Cst. Bent checking homes on Cobequid
Court

 During this check, Cst. Bent located a third deceased person at 41
Cobequid Court, who was later identified as Emily Tuck



Next of Kin Notifications

a) Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to or at a Crime Scene
b) Families in N.S. In Close Proximity to a Crime Scene
c) Families Outside of N.S.



Families iIn N.S. Not in Close Proximity to a

m Next of Kin Notifications:
Crime Scene



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF GREG AND JAMIE BLAIR

« Greg and Jamie Blair were residents of Portapique, where they lived with their two
children. Their lives were taken at their home shortly after 10:00 p.m. on April 18, 2020

« At 12:25 a.m. on April 19, the Blair children and McCully children were evacuated from
Portapique and taken to Colchester-East Hants Health Centre

« The Blair children identified their adult brother as Tyler Blair and the RCMP located his
phone number and address

« Shortly after 2:30 a.m. Csts. Devonna Coleman and lan Fahie provided a death notification
to Mr. Blair and told him that his siblings had been recovered uninjured and were currently
at the health centre



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF LISA MCCULLY

» Lisa McCully was a resident of Portapique. She lived there with her two children. Lisa
McCully’s life was taken outside of her home on Orchard Beach Drive between 10:13 p.m.
and 10:16 p.m. on April 18, 2020

« At 12:25 a.m., on April 19, the Blair children and McCully children were evacuated from
Portapique and taken to Colchester-East Hants Health Centre

« The children identified their aunt as Gail MacFarlane. She was an employee at the health
centre and was working that evening. She came and met the children and was informed of
Lisa McCully’s death



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF JOY AND PETER BOND

« Peter and Joy Bond were residents of Portapique. Their lives were taken in their home
between 10:04 p.m. and 10:45 p.m. on April 18, 2020

« Cory Bond and Harry Bond, sons of Peter and Joy Bond, live in Nova Scotia. After hearing
about events in Portapique, they began calling Truro Police Service looking for information
about their parents after they were unable to reach them on the morning of April 19.
Throughout the day, they called the Truro Police Service and 911 repeatedly

» Cory and Harry Bond continued to try to get information through the night of April 19 and
the morning of April 20



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF JOY AND PETER BOND

On the morning of Monday, April 20, Harry Bond called the Bible Hill RCMP detachment
again and said he planned to drive to Portapique and attempt to get answers himself.
Shortly after this, Cst. Bent spoke with Harry Bond

When Harry and Cory Bond arrived in Portapique, they explained who they were and that
they were looking for information about their parents. Sgt. Bill Raaymakers told them that
police were just finishing up with one crime scene. He asked them for a picture of their
parents to identify them and then confirmed that their parents were deceased

A NOK death notification says “yes” to indicate that a NOK naotification was provided, and a
handwritten note says “Phone Jerry Sun mid-nite” and “Skipper Mon 12:45.” Cpl. Angela
McKay’s notes say that at 12:45 p.m., Cst. Bent advised that he had spoken to Mr. Harry
Bond. There are no details about the content of the conversation. The Next of Kin List Task
Action Report says that Cst. Bent spoke with Harry Bond and told him that his parents
were believed to be deceased, but the note is not clear as to when this conversation
occurred



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF ALANNA JENKINS AND SEAN MCLEOD

« Alanna Jenkins and Sean McLeod were residents of Wentworth. They lived together on
Hunter Road. Their lives were taken in their home between 6:35 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. on
April 19, 2020

» Dan and Susan Jenkins, Alanna’s parents, were contacted by a neighbour of Sean
McLeod and Alanna Jenkins who said they had been unable to reach them. They tried to
call Alanna and at 10:11 a.m., Mr. Jenkins called 911 seeking information. When they could
not get any information, they drove to the area

« At 10:48 a.m. on April 19, Taylor Andrews, Sean McLeod’s daughter, called 911 seeking
iInformation, calling again at 11:59 a.m.



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF ALANNA JENKINS AND SEAN MCLEOD

* Around 2:45 p.m., Sean’s brother Chris McLeod went to Sean’s house. He saw police
everywhere and the officers told him to leave

« Sean’s brother Scott McLeod tried calling an RCMP contact because the family could not
get information from anyone else. Meanwhile, Scott McLeod’s manager went out in his
own vehicle to Wentworth to try and find out what had happened. Scott McLeod went to
Springhill Institution where he works. He was sitting in another manager’s office when the
manager received a call. From the look on the manager’s face, Mr. McLeod knew what
happened



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF ALANNA JENKINS AND SEAN MCLEOD

« Csts. Counter and Steve Maddison were on site containing the Highway 4 Wentworth
scene when they were approached by Mr. Jenkins who advised he had heard that his
daughter’s house had burned down and that he had been unable to reach her all morning.
They asked Mr. Jenkins for his phone number and told him that someone would call him

« Mr. Jenkins recalls that as he approached the RCMP vehicle to ask for information, the
RCMP member pointed a rifle at him

« Sometime after 6:00 p.m. on April 19, Cst. Harvey called Mr. Jenkins and told him they
believed that Alanna and Sean were both deceased



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF ALANNA JENKINS AND SEAN MCLEOD

* At 2:49 p.m. on April 20, Cpl. Adam Jackson of H Division Criminal Operations sent an
email to C/Supt. Chris Leather and Sgt. Duane Cooper informing them that they were
awaiting official confirmation on the identities of Sean McLeod and Alanna Jenkins and
noted that there were posts on social media “confirming” names of deceased, however,
Cpl. Angela McKay had not provided official confirmation

« At approximately 2:28 p.m. on April 21, Cst. Bent provided a NOK death notification to Mr.
Jenkins

« At 3:42 p.m. on April 21, Cst. Bent called Dale McLeod, Sean’s father, and and provided a
NOK death notification

* At 1:24 p.m. on April 22, Cst. Bent called Taylor Andrews and provided a NOK death
notification



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

CST. HEIDI STEVENSON

« Cst. Heidi Stevenson was a fourteen year member of the RCMP and was involved in
the RCMP response to the mass casualty before her life was taken on the morning of
April 19, 2020

« At 1:30 p.m., on April 19, A/Commr. Lee Bergerman, Cst. Randy Slawter and Insp.
Dave Chubbs completed the NOK death notification and informed everyone at the
residence, including her husband, friends and other family in attendance, of Cst.
Stevenson’s death



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF JOSEPH (JOEY) WEBBER

» Joseph (Joey) Webber was a resident of Wyses Corner, Nova Scotia. On the morning of
April 19, 2020, Joey Webber’s life was taken at the Shubenacadie Cloverleaf

» Joey’s sister Laura Webber went to search for her brother after she and Joey’s wife
Shanda McLeod attempted to reach him by phone. Ms. Webber drove through Gays River
and came to an RCMP member blocking the road. Ms. Webber gave the officer her
brother’s name along with information about the vehicle he was driving

» Joey’s father, Thomas Webber, went to the roadblock at Shubenacadie to try to get
Information from the RCMP members on scene, but they told him to contact the Bible Hill
RCMP Detachment to get information



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF JOSEPH (JOEY) WEBBER

» Between 6:00 p.m. and 7:16 p.m., Sgts. Dave Legge and Bill Raaymakers went to the
residence of Thomas Webber and completed an unconfirmed NOK notification

« At approximately 7:55 p.m., Sgts. Legge and Raaymakers met with Ms. Webber and Ms.
McLeod and told them that they believed Joey was deceased, but this had not yet been

confirmed



Families in N.S. Not in Close Proximity to
a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF JOLENE OLIVER, AARON TUCK AND EMILY TUCK

» Jolene Oliver, Aaron Tuck and Emily Tuck were residents of Portapique and lived on 41
Cobequid Court. Emily Tuck was Jolene and Aaron’s daughter. Jolene Oliver, Aaron Tuck
and Emily Tuck were in their home when their lives were taken. Tara Long is Aaron Tuck’s
biological half-sister.

« At 3:11 p.m. on April 19, 2020, Cst. Rodney Peterson received a message from dispatch
iInforming him that Tara Long was looking for information about Aaron Tuck and Jolene
Oliver. Cst. Peterson spoke to another RCMP member who said that he would send a
member to their residence

« At 12:10 a.m., on April 20, 2020, Sgt. Paul Vickers called and spoke to Ms. Long. He told
her that Jolene Oliver and Aaron Tuck’s residence was “an address involved” and that
deceased persons had been located inside. He explained that the identities of the
deceased had not yet been confirmed

* On April 20, Cst. Bent spoke to Ms. Long about Jolene Oliver and Aaron and Emily Tuck



Families iIn N.S. In Close Proximity to or at a

m Next of Kin Notifications:
Crime Scene



Families in N.S. in Close Proximity to or
at a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF CORRIE ELLISON

* On April 18, 2020, Corrie and Clinton Ellison spent the day visiting their father, Richard
Ellison, at his home in Portapique. Corrie Ellison’s life was taken at approximately 10:40 p.m.
on April 18, 2020, on the west side of Orchard Beach Drive

 Corrie Ellison and Clinton Ellison heard what they believed to be the sound of gunshots. Mr.
Corrie Ellison decided to go and investigate the source of the fire. When Corrie Ellison did
not return, Clinton Ellison walked down Orchard Beach Drive. At approximately 10:55 p.m.,
Clinton Ellison observed Corrie Ellison’s body on the ground. Clinton Ellison called his father
Richard Ellison while hiding in the woods in Portapique and told him that he thought Corrie
Ellison was shot

« Throughout the night and next morning, Richard Ellison continued to make calls to 911 to
find out more information about both of his sons



Families in N.S. in Close Proximity to or
at a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF CORRIE ELLISON

* Cpl. Angela McKay noted that the NOK death notification to the Ellison family was
completed at 1:38 a.m. on April 19, 2020, because Richard Ellison called 911 and said his
son was deceased

« On April 19, 2020, S/Sgt. Greg Vardy interviewed Clinton Ellison at Bible Hill Detachment.
At the outset of the interview, he told S/Sgt. Vardy that he heard that his brother was dead,
but that no one had confirmed the news to him. S/Sgt. Vardy then confirmed Corrie
Ellison’s death to Clinton Ellison



Families in N.S. in Close Proximity to or
at a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF HEATHER O’BRIEN

Heather O’'Brien was a resident of Debert, Nova Scotia. Her life was taken on April 19,
2020, as she was travelling on Plains Road to visit her family

Throughout the morning, Heather O’Brien was in regular communication with her friend
Leona Allen through text messages and phone calls. During their last conversation,
Heather mentioned a police vehicle and then Ms. Allen heard a scream before the line
abruptly went dead

Ms. Allen called 911 at 10:02 a.m. and reported to call-taker Nathan Joyce what she had
just heard and that she could not reach Heather and was told someone would get back to
her

Heather O’'Brien’s daughter Darcy Dobson spoke to Ms. Allen and the family assumed
there had been an accident. They began trying to get information from the RCMP and the
hospital. A number of family members attended the scene to try to find out what happened



Families in N.S. in Close Proximity to or
at a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF HEATHER O’BRIEN

Cst. Fahie was one of the first officers at the scene. Shortly after arriving, he was
approached by a woman who identified herself as Michaella O'Brien and told Cst. Fahie
that the Jetta belonged to her mother, Heather. Cst. Fahie told Ms. O’Brien that she
needed to leave the scene because it was not safe

Shortly after 4:25 p.m. on April 19, Cpl. Curtis Kuchta told Cst. Jeff MacFarlane that seven
members of Heather O’'Brien’s family were at the scene boundary looking for information
about her

At approximately 4:54 p.m., Cpl. Kuchta asked Andrew O’Brien Sr. if they could go for a
walk and speak privately. Once alone, Cpl. Kuchta told Mr. O’'Brien that he was going to
share a photo of the woman found deceased at the scene and ask whether he could
identify her as his wife. Cpl. Kuchta returned to the scene and informed Cst. MacFarlane
that the NOK death notification for Heather O’Brien was completed



Families in N.S. in Close Proximity to or
at a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF TOM BAGLEY

 Tom Bagley was at his cottage in Wentworth with his wife Patsy Bagley on April 19, 2020.
His life was taken near his neighbour's home while he was out for a walk

At 11:12 a.m. on April 19, Csts. Harvey and Matthew Bray arrived at Hunter Road and
learned from a neighbour that there was a deceased male on the property, who he
identified as his neighbour Tom

* While at the scene in Wentworth, Cst. Harvey received information about various calls and
messages including a missing person report for Tom Bagley

« At 2:15 p.m., Csts. Harvey and Bray visited Ms. Bagley at the cottage and completed the
NOK death notification. They were not able to provide her with detailed information about
what had happened. Ms. Bagley had a friend with her for support



Families in N.S. in Close Proximity to or
at a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF LILLIAN CAMPBELL

 Lilllan Campbell was a resident of Wentworth, Nova Scotia, where she lived with her
husband, Michael Hyslop. Lillian Campbell’s life was taken at the side of Highway 4 in
Wentworth at approximately 9:30 a.m. on April 19, 2020

« Cst. Counter arrived to the scene at 10:09 a.m. Shortly after that, Cst. Harvey arrived and
a perimeter was set up. Soon after that, Mr. Hyslop came to the scene and told Cst.
Harvey that he was searching for his wife, Lillian Campbell, who had gone for a walk and
not returned

« Cst. Harvey asked him to remain in his vehicle, and let him know that someone would be
with him shortly. Cst. Harvey planned to wait until more members arrived before notifying
Mr. Hyslop of his wife’s death



Families in N.S. in Close Proximity to or
at a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF LILLIAN CAMPBELL

« At approximately 11:00 a.m. on April 19, 2020, S/Sgt. Learning arrived. Mr. Hyslop showed
Cst. Counter photo identification for Lillian Campbell

« Cst. Counter confirmed the identity of the deceased female as Lillian Campbell and
provided notification to Mr. Hyslop at 11:40 a.m.

» They then drove him to his step-mother’s home nearby and advised her of what had
happened



Families in N.S. in Close Proximity to or
at a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF KRISTEN BEATON

* On April 19, 2020, Kristen Beaton was driving on Plains Road to see a client as part of her
job with the Victorian Order of Nurses (VON) when her life was taken

» Over the course of the morning on April 19, Kristen and her husband Nick Beaton were In
regular communication through text message and telephone calls. Their last telephone
conversation occurred at 9:41 a.m. Mr. Beaton sent several text messages afterwards that

went unanswered

« At 11:32 a.m. Mr. Beaton called 911 in an effort to find out if his wife was okay. Over the
course of the day he called 911, hospitals and asked friends to go to Plains Road to try to
find out information.

« At approximately 3:27 p.m., Mr. Beaton called Cpl. Kuchta and expressed frustration that
he still had not received any information



Families in N.S. in Close Proximity to or
at a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF KRISTEN BEATON

Between 4:20 p.m. and 4:25 p.m., Csts. Jeff MacFarlane and Mike Woolcock arrived at the
Plains Road scene. Cst. MacFarlane called Mr. Beaton and told him that the scene had yet
to be processed but that he and his partner would be coming to Mr. Beaton’s house right
away

Cst. MacFarlane used the vehicle license information and her identification to identify
Kristen Beaton

At 6:00 p.m. on April 19, Csts. MacFarlane and Woolcock arrived at the home of Mr.
Beaton, who was waiting outside with several family members

Cst. MacFarlane told everyone there that Kristen Beaton’s life was taken

Mr. Beaton asked about the delay in notifying them about her death. Cst. MacFarlane
responded that the size of the tragedy caused certain steps to be delayed



Families in N.S. in Close Proximity to or
at a Crime Scene

FAMILY OF GINA GOULET

» Gina Goulet was a resident of Shubenacadie. Her life was taken in her home on April 19,
2020, at approximately 11:00 a.m.

 On April 19, 2020, Gina Goulet was communicating with her daughter Amelia Butler
through iMessage. When Ms. Goulet stopped responding Amelia and her husband David
Butler decided to drive to Gina Goulet’s home

« They arrived shortly before 11:55 a.m. Ms. Butler called 911. Mr. Butler entered the home,
found Gina Goulet’s body and believed she was deceased. The Butlers quickly left the
residence to find help

« The Butlers did not receive a formal NOK natification. They were not provided with
iInformation about where Gina Goulet’s body had been moved to



m Next of Kin Notifications:
Families Outside of N.S.



Families Outside of N.S.

FAMILY OF JOLENE OLIVER, AARON TUCK AND EMILY TUCK

« Bonnie Oliver, Jolene Oliver’'s mother and Emily Tuck’s grandmother, lives in Alberta. On
April 19, 2020, after watching news about the shootings in Portapigue and not being able
to reach her relatives, she called the RCMP and the Bible Hill RCMP Detachment but was
given no information

« By approximately 11:00 a.m. on April 19, Ms. Oliver was so distraught that Crystal Mendiuk
and Tammy Oliver-McCurdie, sisters of Jolene Oliver and aunts of Emily Tuck, took over
efforts to contact the RCMP



Families Outside of N.S.

FAMILY OF JOLENE OLIVER, AARON TUCK AND EMILY TUCK

« A family member saw an update on the news from Cpl. Lisa Croteau and found her direct
phone number. Crystal Mendiuk and her daughter Sara made attempts to call her. On
Crystal’s Mendiuk’s third attempt, someone answered. Ms. Mendiuk explained the reason
for the call and left information

« Cpl. MacDonald approached the residence at 41 Cobequid Court and saw a deceased
male lying inside the door, and he could see one additional person. Cpl. MacDonald
contacted the OCC over the Colchester radio at 4:50:59 p.m. to notify them of his
discovery. These two victims at 41 Cobequid Court were later identified as Aaron Tuck and
Jolene Oliver. Emily Tuck was located by Cst. Bent at 5:37:51 p.m.



Families Outside of N.S.

FAMILY OF JOLENE OLIVER, AARON TUCK AND EMILY TUCK

» At 8:38 p.m. Cpl. Rose-Berthiaume spoke with Alberta relatives Crystal and Sara Mendiuk.
His notes indicate that he told them that individuals had been located at 41 Cobequid
Court, but that identification of the bodies was still pending. Crystal Mendiuk recalls that in
this call he told her that the scene had not yet been processed and she begged for more
Information. She says she was told in a later call at 10:14 p.m. that there were three

people deceased in the home, while Cpl. Rose-Berthiaume’s notes say this call was made
at 11:30 p.m. AST

* On April 20, Cst. Bent spoke to Crystal Mendiuk and Bonnie Oliver about Jolene, Aaron
and Emily



Families Outside of N.S.

FAMILY OF JOHN ZAHL AND JOANNE THOMAS

« John Zahl and Joanne Thomas were residents of Portapique. Their lives were taken
between 10:27 p.m. and 10:40 p.m. on April 18, 2020

* On the morning of April 19, John and Joanne’s son Justin Zahl learned about a shooting
on Portapique Beach Road. Mr. Zahl started calling the non-emergency number requesting
wellness checks at his parents’ home. Throughout the day he and other family and friends
called looking for information about John Zahl and Joanne Thomas

* On Sunday evening John Zahl’s daughter, Jennifer Zahl Bruland, who lives in the United
States, learned that something terrible was happening in Nova Scotia. She began calling
the RCMP seeking information



Families Outside of N.S.

FAMILY OF JOHN ZAHL AND JOANNE THOMAS

 Just after 8:00 a.m. on the morning of April 20, 2020, a friend of Mr. Zahl drove to
Portapique and spoke to Cpl. Daniel Thompson. She explained she was on Face Time
with Justin Zahl who was trying to get information about his parents. Cpl. Thompson
consulted with S/Sgt. Erica Pynn, who in turn called Insp. Rob Bell. Cpl. Thompson was
told that information could not be provided at that time, which he conveyed to Mr. Zahl

« At 12:50 p.m., Cst. Bent called Mr. Zahl to inform him that the investigative team believed
his parents were deceased. At 1:32 p.m., Cst. Bent called Ms. Jennifer Zahl Bruland and
later that afternoon he called Ms. Lori Thomas, sister of Joanne Thomas



Families Outside of N.S.

FAMILY OF DAWN MADSEN AND FRANK GULENCHYN

 Dawn Madsen and Frank Gulenchyn were residents of Portapique. They were in their
home on Orchard Beach Drive when their lives were taken at approximately 10:20 p.m. on
April 18, 2020

 Dawn Madsen’s sons Ryan and Jon Farrington live in Ontario. After learning about the
active shooter situation in Portapique during the morning of April 19, they began seeking
iInformation from the Bible Hill RCMP Detachment and 911. Other family members were
also calling and seeking information. They continued to call throughout the day on April 19



Families Outside of N.S.

FAMILY OF DAWN MADSEN AND FRANK GULENCHYN

» At about midnight (on the night of April 19, morning of April 20), Ryan Farrington called the
RCMP detachment at Bible Hill and demanded to know if the house had burned down. He

provided the civic address and the person on the phone confirmed that the house had
burned down

« At 11:30 a.m., on April 20, Cst. Bent called Dawn Madsen's sister, Linda Dickerson, to
complete a NOK death naotification. Cst. Bent then called Jon Farrington to complete a
NOK death notification. Cst. Bent told Mr. Farrington that his parents’ home had been

burned and that there were bodies found inside the residence, who the investigators
believed were his parents
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