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Exhibits

• Perpetrator’s Violence towards his 
Common-Law Spouse

• All related source materials

F O U N D AT I O N A L  D O C U M E N T



Subject Matter

• A summary of information currently available to the Mass Casualty Commission 
about the perpetrator’s violence towards his common-law spouse, Lisa Banfield, 
throughout their 19-year relationship. 

• Cover all forms of violence and coercion within the relationship, including verbal 
and emotional abuse, intimidation and financial control, as well as his controlling 
and possessive behaviour towards her. 

• Identity of some individuals referenced in this Foundational Document has been 
anonymized in order to protect their privacy and dignity interests. 

A R E A S  O F  F O C U S



Subject Matter cont. 

• Statements provided by Ms. Banfield and her family to the RCMP, including a 
reenactment video

• Statements provided by Ms. Banfield to the Commission over the course of five 
interviews

• Photos and documents from Ms. Banfield
• Interviews of other individuals conducted by both the RCMP and the Commission
• Medical and financial records for Ms. Banfield and the perpetrator
• Ms. Banfield’s email correspondence with the perpetrator
• Other evidence reflecting community observations and awareness of the 

perpetrator’s violence 

S O U R C E S  O F  I N F O R M AT I O N  



Subject Matter cont.

• Please note that some of the subject matter in this presentation refers 
to gender-based, intimate partner and sexual violence

• If you need support, please consider the mental health resources 
available on site at proceedings and on our website at 
www.masscasualtycommission.ca/support/

S U B J E C T  M AT T E R  C O N T E N T  A D V I S O R Y  

http://www.masscasualtycommission.ca/support/


Subject Matter cont.

• Note that issues of perpetrator’s violence and aggression towards his family, 
common-law spouse and other intimate partners, and financial misdealings, are 
addressed in separate Foundational Documents

R E L AT E D  F O U N D AT I O N A L  D O C U M E N T S

July 11

Violence in the 
Perpetrator's 

Family of Origin

July 12

Perpetrator’s 
Violent Behaviour 
Towards Others 

July 13

Perpetrator’s 
Violence towards 
his Common-Law 

Spouse

July 19

Perpetrator’s 
Financial 

Misdealings



Key Terms



Key Terms

Harmful acts directed at an 
individual based on their 
gender. It is rooted in gender 
inequality, the abuse of power 
and harmful norms. Can 
include sexual, physical, 
mental and economic harm 
inflicted in public or in private

United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees

I N T I M AT E  PA R T N E R  
V I O L E N C E  ( I P V )

Behaviour by an intimate 
partner or ex-partner that 
causes physical, sexual or 
psychological harm, including 
physical aggression, sexual 
coercion, psychological abuse 
and controlling behaviours

World Health Organization 

The ongoing patterns of abuse 
and accumulation of harm that 
occurs through both time and 
space as opposed to the 
incident-specific and injury-
inducing violence that 
predominates in current 
definitions and law enforcement 
responses towards intimate 
partner violence

Dr. Katreena Scott

C O E R C I V E  
C O N T R O L

G E N D E R - B A S E D  
V I O L E N C E  ( G B V )



Background Relationship Profile



About Lisa Banfield

• Lisa Banfield was born and raised in Lower Sackville, Nova Scotia. She was 31 when she met 
the perpetrator. 

• Second youngest of nine siblings. She has always had a close relationship with her family, 
especially her sisters Maureen and Janice Banfield.

• She completed High School in Dartmouth and then completed a year-long program at the 
Academy of Cosmetology. Prior to meeting the perpetrator, she worked at a hair salon and the 
Royal Bank of Canada. 

• Previously married and divorced. 

• At the time of the mass casualty, Ms. Banfield had lived with the perpetrator for approximately 
19 years.

B A C K G R O U N D   



Meeting the Perpetrator 

• May 2001: Met the perpetrator at the Thirsty Duck Bar, Halifax. 

• First Date: Perpetrator showed up in convertible with two dozen roses. Ms. Banfield thought this 
was showy. During the date, a woman rear-ended the perpetrator’s new car. Lisa was impressed 
by his calm and understanding reaction. 

• Relationship progressed at “lightning speed” 

• July 1, 2001: Ms. Banfield moved into the perpetrator’s house at 193 Portland Street in Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia. 



Shared Residences  

• The couple used the top floor of the property as their residence and the lower floor for the 
perpetrator’s dental clinic, where Ms. Banfield also began working in approx. 2004

• Within the first year of her moving in, perpetrator presented Ms. Banfield with a document to sign to 
protect his ownership of the property

Statement of Lisa Banfield
And I’m like, why would I sign something? I didn’t take anything [from] my husband when I got 
divorced; that’s not who I am. And he’s like, Well, how do I know that you wouldn’t do that? 
You’ve learned your lesson or whatever. So. And at first, I thought I I was taken back because I 
thought, you obviously think that I’m this money-hungry person that I would take from you kind of 
thing. And then he’s like, Well, if you’re not, then what is the issue? So then I thought about it and 
it’s like, well, true. Like, I’m not that and I wouldn’t take it. So why is it an issue? So, so yeah, then 
I was fine.
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Shared Residences cont. 

• Perpetrator bought cottage in October 2002 and they fixed it up together over the years. 

• Perpetrator spent more time in Portapique at cottage than Ms. Banfield. 

Statement of Lisa Banfield
“sometimes I would go up there every weekend and then...and then I wouldn't for weeks or 
months at a time. So it just … it all depended on how he was if I would want to go up … ”
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Financial Dependence

Shorty after Ms. Banfield moved in with the perpetrator, he convinced her to sell her car because he 
he said he did not like the fact she had driven it during her previous marriage. He arranged for her to 
get a new car, which he put in his name. 

• A few years later, the perpetrator convinced Ms. Banfield to quit her job at RBC and train to work in 
a denture clinic. 

• She started working at the perpetrator’s denture clinic in 2005. She took care of administrative 
duties (reception, scheduling, payments, cleaning). She also performed technical lab duties related 
to polishing and waxing the dentures.

• The perpetrator paid Ms. Banfield an hourly wage, which began at $18/hour and eventually 
increased to $25/hour. They did not use a payroll service. Instead, the perpetrator handwrote her a 
cheque for her wages. This was Ms. Banfield’s only source of income. 

• The home, cottage and other properties were all owned solely by the perpetrator.



Financial Dependence cont. 

• Ms. Banfield told the Commission that the perpetrator did not like when she spent money, and tried 
to control her spending:

Statement of Lisa Banfield
“So, there would be times that he would take part of my pay and say it's towards retirement. Or if I 
did extra work or I did more work and brought more business in, he would put that money aside 
for retirement. So, he liked to control the money. 

• Ms. Banfield told the RCMP that the perpetrator “took care of the money”, and that “he was good 
with his money, so I just trusted whatever he did.” Although Ms. Banfield paid for certain things, the 
perpetrator took care of “the majority” of household and other expenses.



Home Dynamics 

• In addition to her work at the perpetrator’s clinic, Ms. Banfield also took care of all household 
related duties including the cooking, cleaning and laundry. Her mother waited on her dad “hand and 
foot” and it made her feel good to look after her partner in the same way.

Statement of Lisa Banfield
Just because with him like I, and not that he asked me to, but I would wait on him hand and foot 
and I did everything and it was constant building him up and I couldn’t hang out with any of my 
family or do anything that I wanted to do for myself because if I went anywhere, it’s like where are 
you going, what time are you getting back and, or even to have to worry about somebody else. I 
just didn’t want to have to deal with him and his moods and whatever was going on with him at 
the time. It’s just like, I need a break, so.



Home Dynamics cont.

• The perpetrator did not like that Ms. Banfield was close to her family and would often question her 
plan to spend time with them.

• Sometimes he would object to her using a car she wanted to see her family, saying she had just 
seen them and it would be more wear on the car.

• Other times, the perpetrator would initially be ok with her plans to visit with family but would change 
his mind abruptly and force her to create a last-minute excuse to cancel.



Home Dynamics cont.

… even in the beginning of our relationship he was very controlling in the fact that he wanted me to, 
all to himself. He didn’t want me, like, and I’m close to my siblings, I talk to them every day, could see 
them every day. But, he didn’t like that because he wanted all my attention and if I didn’t give it to him, 
like, he was like a little boy in some sense that needed that constant, you know, build me up kinda
thing. And I would do that but it comes to a point that I need me time too.

S TAT E M E N T  O F  L I S A  B A N F I E L D



Perpetrator’s Infidelity 

• According to Ms. Banfield, the perpetrator “cheated on me multiple times and I always took him 
back”. This infidelity often occurred at the cottage when Ms. Banfield was not in Portapique.

• As part of its investigation, the Commission has learned the perpetrator had many other sexual 
partners during his relationship with Ms. Banfield, at least some of whom were previously unknown 
to her.

• Details of some of these encounters are described in Perpetrator’s Violence Towards Others



Perpetrator’s Violence and 
Abuse Towards Lisa Banfield



Controlling Behaviour

• The perpetrator did not like Ms. Banfield spending too much time with her family and would use 
work, money and other excuses to control and limit her activities. As their relationship continued, 
the perpetrator displayed other controlling and jealous behaviours:

Statement of Lisa Banfield
“But, even throughout our relationship, like, he’d be very controlling in the sense of where are you 
going, like when are you coming back, you know, you didn’t answer your phone or. Like, even if I, 
you know, went over to my sister’s, he would accuse me of, I’m doing something. Or even times 
like we’d be walking through a mall and if a guy looked at me, he’d be like, yeah, what are you 
looking at? Like, and, and I was like, [perpetrator], like, seriously, calm down. Like, it would be, 
and it just started escalating in different ways like that.”



Controlling Behavior cont.

• Ms. Banfield explained to the Commission that the perpetrator “could always make me feel like 
I can't do any wrong and in the next moment, he's tearing me down like I'm dirt on the bottom of 
his feet.”:

Statement of Lisa Banfield
“Like, that’s the thing he could always make me feel like I can’t do any wrong and in the next 
moment, he’s tearing me down like I’m dirt on the bottom of his feet. And if I was hurt, if I got hurt 
by anybody, he would be like, hated that. But it was OK if he did it, but nobody else could do it. 
Do you know what I mean? Like, it didn't even make sense, but yet if I was sick, like he would go 
and get me medicine. He'd go do whatever to try to fix me, kind of thing. But yet at the hands of 
him, like it was so warped it didn't even make sense to me because I'm thinking, you know? I just 
didn't understand like somebody could be so cruel and yet so sweet at the same time.”



Dynamics of the Perpetrator’s Abuse 

• The perpetrator sometimes embarrassed Ms. Banfield in front of patients and once “fired” her in the 
presence of a patient. When she made mistakes at work, the perpetrator would humiliate and 
reprimand her. Sometimes, he forced her to call patients and apologize for her mistakes while he 
looked on.

• The perpetrator used sexually explicit and degrading language towards Ms. Banfield, variously 
referring to her as a “shithead”, “slut” and “bitch”. 



Dynamics of the Perpetrator’s Abuse 

• On April 20, 2020, Ms. Banfield told the RCMP that, before the mass casualty, it had been 
approximately three years since the last incident of physical abuse. She also told the RCMP that 
she could not recall specifics about that incident. 

• A week later, Ms. Banfield told the RCMP that she could not remember other instances of domestic 
violence, because “there’s so many times”. When asked to quantify the number of times the 
perpetrator had abused her physically, Ms. Banfield responded “ten maybe”. She also reported that 
“years” would go by without any physical abuse and that she would think things were back to 
“normal”.



Dynamics of the Perpetrator’s Abuse cont. 

• In her interviews with the Commission, Ms. Banfield provided a more comprehensive account of the 
patterns of violence and coercion in her relationship with the perpetrator and the methods she used 
to cope.

• She explained that, after looking back at her journals, she realized that there had been many more 
than 10 incidents violence and abuse over the almost two decade of their relationship. She was 
also surprised to read how early on the perpetrator’s mistreatment had started and how frequently 
it occurred.

• When asked in her interviews with the Commission why she appears to have underreported the 
violence in the relationship to the RCMP, Ms. Banfield described how she would focus on what was 
in front of her at the moment, rather than what had happened in the past or what might happen in 
the future, as a means of coping and of getting through. 



Dynamics of the Perpetrator’s Abuse cont. 

“ … I didn’t know I told them 10 times. Because that’s the thing, like, I’ve journaled my whole life. So, 
as you know, like … and I don’t know if I told you, but if I journaled something, I didn’t go back and 
read it. So, in my mind I’m thinking, "Oh, it hasn’t happened in years," even though it’s been 
happening all along. But I would just have to block it out because in order to stay, I needed to deal 
with whatever is going on in that moment, so I couldn’t think about what’s gone on, I had to focus on 
what’s in front of me. So, that’s how I dealt with what’s happening in this moment, not what’s 
happening here, what’s happening over here, what’s happening right here… .”

S TAT E M E N T  O F  L I S A  B A N F I E L D



Dynamics of the Perpetrator’s Abuse cont. 

• In her interview with the Commission, Ms. Banfield described experiencing many forms of physical 
violence, including being punched, kicked and hit – usually on parts of her body where bruises 
would be concealed – being choked, and having her hair pulled. 



Dynamics of the Perpetrator’s Abuse cont. 

Lisa BANFIELD: It didn’t ... He would slap me in the face or hit me in the head. He would pull my hair, 
he would punch me. 

Liz MONTGOMERY: Punch you in the face or punch you in the body? 

Lisa BANFIELD: Everywhere. Like, he’d hit me in the head and a few times, he hit me in the face, 
and I would just try to protect my face because I can’t hide my face, kind of thing. 

Gillian HNATIW: So, you just held your hands up in front of your face to sort of gesture that you would 
try and protect your face? 

Lisa BANFIELD: Mm-hmm.

S TAT E M E N T  O F  L I S A B A N F I E L D



Dynamics of the Perpetrator’s Abuse cont. 

• After physically abusing her, the perpetrator would blame Ms. Banfield for his violence.

Statement of Lisa Banfield
“And then he’d always say like, why did you make me do that? It’s your fault. Like, and I knew it’s 
not my fault, I’m not stupid. But yet, you know, why I put up with it, I don’t know. ‘Cause I’ve never 
been in a relationship like that ever in my life.” 



Dynamics of the Perpetrator’s Abuse cont. 

• The perpetrator also frequently threatened to harm Ms. Banfield or her family if she left him.

Statement of Lisa Banfield
“If we were fighting or whatever, he would be like, “I know where your family lives,” and he would 
look at me a certain way like, that I know exactly what he’s saying. And it was like, intimidating 
me. Like, “I know where your family lives,” and, you know, and he knew my family’s my life link, 
and that’s why he was so threatened with them in our relationship, because we were so close. 
So ... so, when he would say that kind of stuff and just look at me like ... like with ... like, I just ... 
I know what he meant by that.”



Examples of Specific Incidents 



Sutherland Lake Assault
W H E R E • Party at cottage of Renée Karsten, Sutherland Lake, 30-minute drive north of Portapique 

W H E N • Unclear, but likely after October 2002

W H AT • Ms. Banfield wanted to leave the party while the perpetrator, who was drinking, wanted to 
stay. She attempted to drive away.

• The perpetrator jumped into the Jeep and began to hit Ms. Banfield about the body and 
head. Ms. Banfield stopped the car and ran into the woods.

• The perpetrator pursued Ms. Banfield, caught her and dragged her back towards the Jeep. 
He dropped Ms. Banfield when some people from the party came. 

• Ms. Karsten recalled being “really scared” by the perpetrator: “his face and the look in his 
eyes was just – it scared the hell out of me”.

• Police came and drove the perpetrator home. This was the only time the police were 
involved in the perpetrator’s violence towards Ms. Banfield. 

• When Ms. Banfield later returned to Portapique, the perpetrator was taking the wheels off 
her car and throwing them over the bank so she could not leave.

• John Hudson, a neighbour in Portapique, described a similar violent incident happening in 
2003-2004. 



W H E R E • Perpetrator’s cottage, Portapique 

W H E N • Prior to 2009

W H AT • Tom Evans and another man visited the perpetrator at this cottage. 
• The perpetrator assaulted Ms. Banfield, during which assault he hit and punched her and 

then held her on a bed, choking her, so that she could not breathe.
• The other men called on the perpetrator to stop but took no other steps to intervene
• Ms. Banfield escaped through a bedroom window and tried to get to her car, but the men 

were drinking on the lawn and saw her. 
• The perpetrator chased Ms. Banfield around her car and dragged her back to the cottage. 

The visiting men did not intervene. 
• The perpetrator later insisted that Ms. Banfield make the visitors something to eat. When 

she refused, he screamed at her and pulled her by the hair.

Cottage Assault in the Presence of Tom Evans 



W H E R E • Perpetrator’s Dartmouth residence and Portapique cottage

W H E N • Unknown

W H AT • The perpetrator  put a gun to her head “a couple of times”
• In one incident at the cottage in Portapique, she recalled the perpetrator put a handgun 

to her head following an argument. The perpetrator said, “I could just blow your head off 
right now”. 

• A similar incident happened later at the Portland Street resident in Dartmouth. Ms. Banfield 
recalled the perpetrator said afterwards, “If I didn't love you, I wouldn't do this because 
that's how much I care about you." 

• In a subsequent interview with the Commission, Ms. Banfield recalled that once the 
perpetrator discharged a handgun inside the Dartmouth house on the same night he 
threatened to kill his parents. 

Threats with Handguns 



W H E R E Perpetrator’s Portapique cottage

W H E N Unknown, but likely pre-2015

W H AT • Ms. Banfield recalls the perpetrator choked and punched her while they were in the front 
yard of the cottage and his uncle, Glynn Wortman, tried to intervene.

• She recalled that the perpetrator did not like the close relationship she had with his uncle. 
• Glynn Wortman recalled visiting the perpetrator’s cottage one time and seeing the 

perpetrator straddling Ms. Banfield, “choking the shit out of her”. Mr. Wortman attempted 
to intervene but recalled being intimidated by the perpetrator.

Cottage Choking and Assault 



W H E R E Various locations 

W H E N Multiple occasions

W H AT • Ms. Banfield told the Commission that the perpetrator would “torture” her with his driving.
• Once, when he had been drinking and she was driving, the perpetrator demanded that she 

overtake an 18-wheeler truck despite it being foggy, dark and raining. When she did not 
comply, the perpetrator grabbed the wheel and forced her to pull over. He then dragged 
from the driver’s seat and took over, despite his intoxication

• Another time, on the way to Moncton for their anniversary, Ms. Banfield became concerned 
the perpetrator was driving too fast. When she said this, he sped up the car to 
approximately 200 kilometres an hour and taunted Ms. Banfield. 

Intimidating with Dangerous Driving



Intimidating with Dangerous Driving cont.

“He’s like, ‘You think I’m going fast, this ... now you have something to complain about,’ and he nailed it 
to like, 200, and he’s weaving in and out and I’m just like ... I'm balling and I’m asking him to stop and 
he wouldn’t stop. So, I’m just looking out the window and I’m just praying to God, like, ‘God, just please 
let us stop.’ And he’s like, ‘Look at me’ and I'm like ... and he’s like, ‘Now, yeah, you think I’m going fast 
now,’ like this, and I’m just like, ‘Gabriel, can you just stop,’ and he ... and I said, ‘I’m going to be sick, 
like, I have to go to the bathroom. You need to stop.’ And finally, he stopped and pulled into this 
business park and I thought, ‘I’m getting out of the vehicle and I'm not getting back in.’ So, I got out and 
I’m like, ‘I’m not get back in.’ I don’t know how I’m going to get home. I don’t care, I’ll walk, I’ll do 
whatever I have to, but I’m not getting back in the car. And then he’s circling me, and he’s like, ‘If this 
was a hostage situation, you’d be dead right now.’ And he’s like, ‘Get in the car.’ And I’m like, ‘I’m only 
getting in the car if you promise me not to speed.’ And he promised me, so I got in the car and he stuck 
to his word, but he’s like, ‘We’re not going to Moncton, we’re going back home. You ruined it.’ So, then 
we turned around and I just stared out the window and I didn't say anything the rest of the way.”

S TAT E M E N T  O F  L I S A B A N F I E L D



Other People’s Knowledge of the Perpetrator’s 
Violence and Abuse Towards Lisa Banfield 



Reports to RCMP  

• Following the mass casualty, Brenda Forbes contacted the RCMP to say that she had reported 
the perpetrator’s illegal weapons and his abuse of Lisa Banfield to the RCMP approximately 
6 years earlier.

• Cst. Maxwell, who responded to a 2013 complaint from Ms. Forbes, recalled the details differently. 
In his interview with the Commission he said the report from Ms. Forbes was related to a driving 
incident.



Knowledge within Ms. Banfield’s 
and the Perpetrator’s Families 
• After the incident at Sutherland Lake, Ms. Banfield hid the perpetrator’s continuing abuse from her 

family. 

• Maureen Banfield knew about the perpetrator’s first assault and some other episodes in the early 
years. She also described the perpetrator as “very controlling” and “very obsessive”. However, she 
said the family was unaware of the continuing violence. 

• Other family members expressed similar knowledge and concerns. 

• Ms. Banfield’s niece Stephanie Goulding recalled to the RCMP that she and other family members 
repeatedly tried to get Ms. Banfield to leave the perpetrator over the years. She said eventually Ms. 
Banfield stopped speaking to her and the family about her relationship. 

• The perpetrator’s uncle, Chris Wortman, told the RCMP that after the mass casualty he “wasn’t 
surprised to hear that something had happened” but that he had always thought that if “anything 
was going to happen [it] would have happened to Lisa and or her family”. 



Medical Provider’s Knowledge 

• Ms. Banfield never confided in her family doctor or sought medical attention in relation to her 
injuries from the perpetrator’s physical violence.

• At some point, the perpetrator’s abuse “was so bad” that Ms Banfield sought help from a 
psychologist located in Bedford. He told Ms. Banfield that she was in an “abusive relationship” and 
encouraged her to leave the perpetrator. When the perpetrator found out that Ms. Banfield was 
“going to a counsellor”, he made her stop: “I knew if I didn’t, he would beat me up. He threatened to 
confront the doctor. I was trapped.”



Knowledge among Friends and Community

• Multiple close friends of Ms. Banfield described having conversations with her or becoming aware 
about the perpetrator’s violence and abuse. In some instances, they believed the abusive period 
was over. In other instances, they did not speak out as Ms. Banfield was committed to remaining in 
the relationship. 

• Members of the Portapique community or people connected with the denture clinic in Dartmouth 
also described either witnessing or hearing about the perpetrator’s violence towards or controlling 
behaviour over Ms. Banfield. This included the perpetrator being verbally abusive, domineering, 
removing the tires from Ms. Banfield’s car, and holding a gun to Ms. Banfield’s head.  



Perpetrator’s Behaviour in the Weeks 
Preceding the Mass Casualty



Perpetrator’s Response to Covid-19   

• On March 10, 2020, Ms. Banfield and the perpetrator moved to the cottage in Portapique after the 
denture clinic was required to close as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• Over the five weeks that followed, the perpetrator’s mood was “negativity all the time”. Typically 
active, he began spending his days lying in bed, watching or listing to Covid-related news. 

• He was “agitated and paranoid” and stopped sleeping or eating regularly. His interest in sex also 
disappeared. The couple did not interact with anyone. Ms. Banfield was not able to visit with her 
family.



Perpetrator’s Response to Covid-19 cont.

• Perpetrator became convinced that the economy was going to collapse and that the world was 
shutting down. He didn’t trust the police, the government, or anyone to protect them.

• Began to prepare by stockpiling supplies, including food, gasoline, and ammunition

• During this period, the perpetrator told Ms. Banfield that “he wasn’t afraid of dying” and that “he 
knew when he was going to die.” Ms. Banfield was scared by the things the perpetrator was saying 
and would change the topic. 



Withdrawing Savings

• In March 2020, the perpetrator withdrew the entire $475,000 balance from an account at CIBC. 
Because of the large sum, the money was delivered to him by Brinks. 

• After picking up the money from Brinks, the perpetrator and Ms. Banfield drove the money to 
Portapique. They combined the money from the CICB account with other large sums of cash he 
had been keeping in various locations around his properties in Dartmouth and Portapique and then 
buried it in a hole under the steps. 



Withdrawing Savings cont.

...And to have money in the house was normal to me because he had stockpiled a bunch in 
Dartmouth, a bunch at the warehouse, a bunch at the cottage, so, that was nothing new to me, that 
much. I mean, we had at one point in Dartmouth, over 200,000 in Dartmouth, in a tin downstairs. So, 
it's like that was normal for me. That's not normal, but to me, that was normal because my whole life 
that's how it was with him...
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Withdrawing Savings cont.

Lisa BANFIELD: He wanted to, I think ... I don’t know if he got me to count it. I can't remember if I counted 
it or not. I think ... I think I did ... I did because he got all the money from the cottage, which we had over 
200 and something up there already-

Gillian HNATIW: In cash, hidden in and around the cottage? 
Lisa BANFIELD: In cash, yeah, there and the warehouse. And so, we got it all, and he wanted me to count 
it. So, I counted it all. And then we had gotten the safe that we had, a little portable safe that he had in 
Dartmouth, and he wanted me to bring that up the last time I went to Dartmouth, to bring that up. So, I 
brought it up and took the money out of there. So, I counted it all and then I put it ... he had a tin for the 
warehouse, so, I put, I think, 35,000 cash in that tin in the ... in the little portable safe thing. I put I don't 
know if it was 60,000, I can't remember; it was thousands in that and then the rest, we ... he had a duffel 
bag, a ... a Cabela's duffel bag he had bought, and he put it in that and then he wanted to bury it. He 
wanted me to go with him so that I would be the only one that knows where that money is. So, on our deck 
that ... he had poured a new deck on the front of our cottage because it was a wooden deck, but then he 
had poured a cement one and he made like a-

continued…
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Withdrawing Savings cont.

Gillian HNATIW: Like a cement foundation for the deck?

Lisa BANFIELD: Yeah, yeah. 

Gillian HNATIW: Okay. 

Lisa BANFIELD: But then it was an open cavity underneath. So, he made like this square thing with a 
handle so he could lift it off. So, then he put a ladder down and he wanted me to go down with him. So, we 
went down and he buried the duffle bag with the cash in it, but he wanted me to see where it was. So, he 
said, “You're the only one that knows where it is, so if anything ever happened to me, you know where to 
get the money.” So, he hid that in a garbage bag, the duffel bag in the garbage bag, buried it and showed 
me where it was and, yeah.
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Portapique

Debert Hospitality Centre 
and the Diefenbunker

Sutherland Lake

Rick Laurie’s 
Denturist Office

Springhill 
Institution



Communications On April 18, 2020

FaceTime call with 
Angel Patterson

Approx. 3:00 p.m.
April 18, 2020

Visit to Rick Laurie 
in Springhill

Approx. 3:30-3:50 p.m.
April 18, 2020

Ms. Banfield takes 
photos commemorating 

19th anniversary

5:47 p.m.
April 18, 2020

Ms. Banfield Facetime 
calls Sean Conlogue

and cancels call

Approx. 6:20 p.m.
April 18, 2020

Sean Conlogue
returns FaceTime 

call to Ms. Banfield

Approx. 6:26-6:46 p.m.
April 18, 2020

Ms. Banfield Facetime 
calls Angel Patterson

Ended at 8:41 p.m.
April 18, 2020
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Escape from the replica RCMP Cruiser 

• As Ms. Banfield looked on, the 
perpetrator loaded several firearms into 
the front seat of the replica RCMP 
cruiser. Ms. Banfield told the Commission 
that the perpetrator would move his guns 
around, but the last place she remembers 
seeing them was behind the bar in the 
warehouse. She recalled that the 
perpetrator “went to the bar” and then 
came back and threw guns into the front 
seat. He did not say anything to her. The 
perpetrator then went outside briefly 
before returning and heading upstairs to 
the apartment inside the warehouse.



Escape from the replica RCMP Cruiser cont. 

• Trapped in the backseat, Ms. Banfield, who 
is approximately 5’5”, tried to kick open the 
doors and windows, without success. She 
then managed to slide the handcuff from 
her left hand. In her interviews with the 
Commission, Ms. Banfield described sliding 
the handcuff off her wrist while in the back 
of the replica RCMP cruiser

• After removing the handcuff, Ms. Banfield 
managed to slide open the window in the 
‘silent patrolman’ that divided the front and 
back seats. She then dove through the 
window into the front seat. From there, she 
opened the driver’s door, fled the vehicle 
and then the warehouse and ran into the 
woods to hide. 
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Hiding in the Woods Overnight 

• In her interviews with the Commission, Ms. Banfield explained that she saw a “big tree down” and 
the insides of the tree were “burrowed out” and she thought “if I try to get myself in this tree then it'll 
protect me and be one with the tree so he can't see me.” Ms. Banfield described putting part of her 
body inside the hole of the fallen tree,  and she lay on the ground parallel to the trunk.

• From her hiding place in the woods, Ms. Banfield continued to hear noises and activity around her. 
She heard gunshots and saw a house go up in flames

• Ms. Banfield remained hidden in the tree overnight, as temperatures dipped close to zero. She told 
the RCMP that “I didn’t know if my feet went, froze or burnt because I couldn’t even feel them, and I 
was trying to keep moving them and trying to massage them and stuff. So, I couldn’t really walk 
much ‘cause it hurt.…”

• While in the woods, Ms. Banfield thought “I can just wait until daylight so I can try to find my way 
out of here ‘cause I didn’t uh, know where I was at this point.”







Seeking Help from Leon Joudrey

• After leaving the woods, Ms. Banfield knocked on the door of the first house she came to, which 
belonged to Leon Joudrey. 

• At 6:28:20 a.m., the Operations Communication Centre (OCC) received a 911 call from Mr. 
Joudrey. Mr. Joudrey advised the call-taker that Ms. Banfield was at his house and “freaking out” 
and “scared to death”. At the beginning of the call, when asked by the OCC call taker if Ms. 
Banfield was calm enough to be able to answer questions, he responded “No, just send the cops 
down.”





Seeking Help from Leon Joudrey cont.

So, she opened the door, she had no shoes, she was shaking and shivering. I let her in and she’s just 
freaking. So I give her my coat and my sneakers and she couldn’t even dial 9-1-1. So I called 9-1-1. 
And I told them to come, bring the cops down to come and get her and the SWAT team showed up ... . 
[she said] he beat her up, he handcuffed her, she got away, she hid in the woods all night … and she 
was just freaking like, not really making any sense after that.
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Seeking Help from Leon Joudrey cont.

She was wearing black spandex, black top. She’s 51, 52 years old. She’s a good-looking woman, sort 
of, I guess. She didn’t look dirty, she had bare feet on, there’s no dirt on her feet. She said she had 
handcuffs on, she was beat up. I didn’t see fucking blood marks, dirt, like anything, but I – what do you 
do? I’m freaking out. I slammed the door and called 911, “Come get this fucking woman out of my 
house. This guy don’t like me, I know that.” So they came and got her…
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RCMP Arrive 

• Between 6:33:58 and 6:42:24 a.m., four ERT members, Csts. Brent Kelly, Kyle Josey, Ben 
MacLeod, and Andrew Ryan, arrived at Mr. Joudrey’s home in the TAV to retrieve Ms. Banfield. 
They transported her to the head of Portapique Beach Road.

• In his statement to the Serious Incident Response Team (SIRT), Cst. Ben MacLeod described Ms. 
Banfield’s injuries and emotional state at the time as follows:

• Ms. Banfield, who was dressed in all black, did not have any visible serious injuries. She had 
trouble walking due to lower back pain suffered from [the perpetrator’s] assault on her. She may 
have had other injuries but Cst. MacLeod did not have a chance to assess her. She was in a state 
of terror, and had a distraught, disheveled appearance. 

• Cst. MacLeod recalled Ms. Banfield as “completely distraught, emotional, upset” and “extremely 
fearful”.  She had a  “quivering voice, like just ... well, the best way to describe it other than 
distraught, she was scared, fearful for her life, that he was coming to get her.”



Initial Assessment by RCMP

• Ms. Banfield and the ERT team were met at the top of Portapique Beach Road by the Emergency 
Medical Response Team (“EMRT”), then transported to the RCMP command post at Great Village. 

• Cpl. Ivany recalled that Ms. Banfield had “no obvious bleeding, bruises, deformation, [and] no 
critical injuries.” In his professional experience his observations of Ms. Banfield that morning were 
consistent with a diagnosis of “moderate hypothermia” and that, from a medical perspective, he was 
“confident” that she was hypothermic

• Once an initial assessment by EHS was complete, Ms. Banfield provided a statement to Cst. Terry 
Brown and Cst. Dave Melanson, while the paramedic continued to monitor and assess her in the 
back of an EHS ambulance. 

• Cst. Brown told the Commission Ms. Banfield’s actions were “consistent with somebody who had 
been the victim of domestic violence in the past.”

• Cst. Melanson told the Commission that based on his observations of Ms. Banfield’s demeanor and 
presentation at that time, “she did appear to be truthful and did appear to be a victim of the assault.”



Medical Treatment  

• Around 7.52 a.m., EHS departed Great Village with Ms. Banfield and transported her to Colchester 
East Hants Health Centre, where she was assessed in the emergency department and then 
admitted. On examination, she was noted to have tenderness in her lower right flank, superficial 
scratches and abrasions on her hands, feet and legs, and bruising to her upper back. X-rays 
revealed fractures to her ribs and lumbar spine. Ms. Banfield was treated in hospital for 5 nights 
and then discharged on April 24, 2020.




